Adjectives 


An adjective is a word that describes a noun — 
"smart," "pretty," "good," etc. Remember that aul 


Je Lall (the active participle) acts as an adjective. 


Alisa ot alall (il-film da mumill) 


This movie is boring. 


oa SUS (kitaab kwayyis) 
a good book 


~L sa (howwa naayim) 
He 1s sleeping. 


a deal oll cou! (is-sitt illi wa'fa hnaak) 
the woman who is standing there 


Inflections for gender and number 


As with nouns, to make adjectives feminine or 
plural, usually you add a suffix: å (-a) for the 


feminine form, c+ (-11n) for the regular plural form. 


But again, many adjectives do not have regular 
plural forms, so for those you have to memorize the 
broken plurals. The first half of the list above is 
made up of adjectives with broken plurals. Also see 
the following examples: 


Singular masculine Singular feminine Plural 
big S (kibiir) 3 aS (kibiira) JLS (kobaar) 
poor aa (fa'iir) 3 yaâà (fa'iira) e| yaa (fu'ra) 


Here's a regular adjective: 


Singular masculine Singular feminine Plural 


good ua gS (kwayyis) dius gS (kwayyesa) êru gS (kwayyisiin) 


Note: Say an adjective ends in œ- (-1) and is not of 
the form Jel (faa3il). When you're adding on your 
¿ and ù- suffixes to make it feminine/plural, you 


need to insert a "yy" between the adjective and the 
suffix (in terms of your pronunciation). 


Singular masculine Singular feminine Plural 
stupid we (Gabi) dé (gabeyya) Lue] (agbiya) 
smart gS (zaki) 48J (zakeyya) eLS3i (azkiya) 


Egyptian* (S$ jaa (maSri) ds paas (maSreyya) CAS jaa (maSriyyiin) 


* See below for more on this type of adjective. 


If, however, an adjective ending in & is of the form 
J.cls, you don't insert a "yy" between it and the 


suffix when you're making it feminine/plural. And 
while the masculine form of this adjective has a 
long "aa," the feminine and plural forms have a 
short "a." 


Singular masculine Singular feminine Plural 
expensive lè (gaali) 4Jlé (galya) cxullé (galyiin) 
quiet, calm sla (haadi) 44sLa (hadya) cxssLa (hadyiin) 


Adjectives: agreement 


In English, adjectives come right before the noun 
they describe, but in Arabic, adjectives always 
directly follow the noun they modify. Also, 
adjectives and nouns must always agree in 
definiteness (they must be both definite or both 
indefinite). 


Adjectives for singular nouns 


A singular noun is modified by a singular adjective 
of the same gender. 


sadall yu ,sh! (il-mudarris il-gediid) 
the new teacher - lit. "the-teacher the-new" 


dula cis (bint hadya) 
a quiet girl - lit. "girl quiet" 


Adjectives for dual nouns 


Any dual noun must be modified by a plural 
adjective. 


CAs jas calg (waladein maSriyyiin) Castle Gu bS (kitaabein galyiin) 

two Egyptian boys two expensive books 

Crt gee CAG (bintein suriyyiin) slim (iss ye (Zarabiyyatein gudaad) 
two Syrian girls two new Cars 


Adjectives for human plural nouns 


Human plural nouns, masculine or feminine, are 
usually modified by masculine plural adjectives. 


JLS 3%! (awlaad kobaar) 
big boys 


lace ols (banaat Sogaar) 
small girls 


Adjectives for non-human plural nouns 
Non-human plural nouns are modified by feminine 
singular adjectives. This is confusing at first, but 


you get used to it fast! 


dostsis Jgs (dowal mit'addima) 
advanced countries 


3( iaai SLs ,arabiyyaat 'adiima) 
old cars 


Sista adlé/ (aflaam gediida) 
new movies 


Note: A lot of beginning students get confused 
about adjectival phrases and whether or not they 


can be complete sentences. Look at these examples 
for some clarification: 


blà Soolil! (it-tilmiiz SaaTir) 
A complete simple sentence: "The student is 
smart." (Lit. '"The-student smart.") 


pb Lal! ilt (it-tilmiiz i8-SaaTir) 
A phrase/sentence fragment: "The smart student." 
(Lit. "the-student the-smart.") 


blà isl (tilmiiz SaaTir) 
A phrase/sentence fragment: "A smart student." 
(Lit. "student smart.") 


Nisba adjectives (seus!) 
Nisba adjectives are those that indicate a 
relationship, often a nationality. Nouns are 


transformed into these adjectives in this manner: 


1) Drop any definite article at the beginning of the 
noun, and any taa marbuuTa (<) or alif (L) at the 


end of it. 


2) Add the suffixes ..-(-11) for the masculine 
adjective, 4. (-eyya) for the feminine adjective, and 
ga (-11yylin) for the plural adjective. 


Here are some examples of nouns and their 
correponding nisba adjectives: 


eons Masculine Feminine 
Noun Adjective Plural 
singular singular 
Egypt jaa (maSr) Egyptian $ , y a 
(maSri) (maSreyya) (maSriyyiin) 
Lebanon öld (libnaan) Lebanese ee pe me 
` (libnaani) (libnaneyya) (libnaniyyiin) 
the United 1S pai sÉ iK pa ALs yo! 
=e American =se andl al 
States (amriika) (amriiki) (amrikeyya) (amrikiyyiin) 
eeu ‘ f RAT Pen ee 
Palestine > Palestinian ie ae pias 
(filisTiin) (filisTiini) (filisTiineyya) (filisTiiniyyiin) 
a . 
Syria L ygu (surya) Syrian Ea = eel 
(suuri) (sureyya) (suriyyiin) 
“sla geull (is- ily aly aila 
Sudan Cohaguall ( Sudanese s SEd ii a sin 
suudaan) (sudaani) (sudaneyya) (sudaniyyiin) 
dus Le u iuu hieu Le 
school 3 scholastic vee ie cay 
(madrasa) (madrasi) (madraseyya) (madrasiyiin) 


Note: For some nouns that end in -a, you don't 
follow that formula but use the suffixes 6» (-aw1), 


dag (-aweyya), and ous (-awiyylin). 


Noun 
France Lud 
(faransa) 
; Lawl 
Asia = 
(asya) 
year iu (sana) 
prophet ei (nabi) 


Adjective 


French 


yearly/annual 


prophetic 


Masculine 
singular 
Gyi yf 
(faransawi) 


Gaui 
(asawi) 


Cpe 
(sanawi) 


ss 
(nabawi) 


Feminine 
singular 
lygai yd 
(faransaweyya) 
agai 
(asaweyya) 
Tayi 
(sanaweyya) 
(nabaweyya) 


Plural 
Chagas 
(faransawiyyiin) 


omgaf 
(asawiyiin) 
(sanawiyyiin) 
(nabawiyyin) 


Some plural nisba adjectives are irregular: 


Arab 
Turkish 
Kurdish 
Moroccan 


British 


Masculine singular 


sve (3arabi) 
oS (turki) 
($458 (kurdi) 


~à (magribi) 
alal (ingiliizi) 


Feminine singular Plural 

due (3arabeyya) we (3arab) 

4S 5 (turkeyya) Jl 3i (atraak) 
43S (kurdeyya) 3| SÍ (akraad) 
4s àa (magribeyya) ål àa (magarba) 


t yalasl (ingliizeyya) 


Jalasl (ingiliiz) 


